














Fu(*n*)k Bomb (original title Bomba Funk, 2010) is music
critic Karel Vesely’s debut novel -a “grotesque mystifi-
cation” in the great Czech tradition of dry, absurd
humour, from Havli¢ek-Borovsky and HaSek to Havel
and Kohout. Set on the eve of the 1989 Velvet Revolu-
tion, it playfully imagines an attempt to save Commu-

nism in Czechoslovakia through the mobilising power

of funk music.

Jifi, a naive true believer working at a provincial cultural =
institution, is unexpectedly summoned by President
Gustav Husak, who fears the rising dissident movement.

Husak unveils his oddly logical plan: win back the youth

by creating a funk band inspired by “the music of op-

pressed Black America,” combining irresistible dance
rhythms with ideologically sound Socialist lyrics.

: - P
ent role while tryl defend the status quo.

Both a witty portralt of late-1980s Prague and a lovmg
‘homage to funk and Czech underground music,
Fu(*n*)k Bomb offers a sharp, humorous commentary
- on Czechoslovak culture and hlstory at the moment of

its transformation.
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